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The rise of Christianity
in Late Antiquity has
an ambiguous reputa-
tion when it comes to
its impact on women.
The new religion of-
fered novel opportu-
nities for agency and
authority, but it also
reproduced enduring
patriarchal structures.
Whether we see Chri-
stianity as a force for liberation or a force
for oppression, it cannot be denied that it
changed women’s lives across the Mediterra-
nean and beyond. In this paper, I introduce my
research as the new Postdoctoral Assistant for
Late Antique and Early Christian Archaeology.
The main thematic focus of my work is the in-
vestigation of how material and visual culture
can help us to better understand the relation-
ship between women and Christianity in Late
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Antiquity. | am parti-
cularly interested in
how archaeology can
offer new perspecti-
ves on the diversity
of women’s lived ex-
periences, especially
women outside elite
circles. In this paper, |
will give an overview
of my past, current,
and future research
and will highlight selected aspects to illustrate
my methods. | will discuss how visual culture
can help us to reassess the role of female as-
cetics in society, how the archaeological re-
mains of pilgrimage sites can reveal gendered
practices, and how we can begin to build me-
thods for gendering monastic space. Through
these topics | will explore the role of women
as religious and social agents, and the tension
between material and textual sources.




