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TERMIN REFERENT THEMA

07.05.2019 
Die, 18 h c. t.

U. Quatember (Graz) Das Bouleuterion von Aphrodisias. Zur Geschichte 
des Stadtzentrums von augusteischer Zeit bis in die 
Spätantike

14.05. 2019
Die, 18 h c. t.

M. Teichmann (Berlin) Stadt, Land, Fluss: Landschaftsarchäologische  
Forschungen zum südlichen Latium in Republik und 
Kaiserzeit

21.05.2019
Die, 18 h c. t.

A. Ricci (Istanbul) Between Cultural Memory, Landscape and 
Contemporary Realities: the Land Walls of Byzantine 
Constantinople

04.06.2019
Die, 18 h c. t.

D. Maschek (Oxford) Titel folgt

18.06.2019
Die, 18 h c. t.

R. Wünsche (München) Arbeitstitel: Die Giebelfiguren des Aphaiatempels in  
Ägina

25.06.2019
Die, 18 h c. t.

U. Heil (Wien) Titel folgt
Vortrag des Vereins zur Förderung der Christlichen  
Archäologie Österreichs

Datum Referent*in Thema

Di, 17.11.2020 Dominik Hagmann, MA 
(Universität Wien)

Roman rural landscapes in northern Noricum – 
Aktuelle Untersuchungen zur ländlichen Besiedlung 
im Hinterland des Donaulimes in Ober- und 
Niederösterreich

Mi, 9.12.2020 Prof. Dr. Pavlina 
Karanastasi  
(Universität Kreta)

Porträts und die Porträtierten auf Kreta in der 
römischen Kaiserzeit

Di, 15.12.2020 Prof. Dr. Vujadin Ivanišević 
(Universität Belgrad)

The new urban setting of Caričin Grad (Justiniana 
Prima)

Di, 12.1.2021 Dr. Lina Diers (Wien) Urbane Räume - urbane Netzwerke: Aktuelle 
Studien zur Entstehung und Entwicklung von 
städtischen Siedlungen in den römischen Provinzen 
Moesia Superior und Inferior in der Kaiserzeit 

Di, 19.1.2021 Annemarie Schantor, MA 
(Universität Göttingen)

Aufopferungsvolle Gattinnen und verachtete 
Eunuchen: Portraits von Kultpersonal der Mater 
magna

Di, 26.1.2021 Flavio Ferlito, MA 
(Universität Catania)

Studies on coroplastic production in Greek Sicily. 
The piglet dedicants from the votive deposit of 
Piazza San Francesco in Catania (protoclassical – 
late classical period)
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Independent Agents or ‘The Devil’s 
Gateway’?
Women and Christianity in Late Antiquity: Perspectives 
from Material Culture

VORTRAG
Grace Stafford (Universität Wien)
Di, 16. April 2024, 18 Uhr s. t.

The rise of Christianity 
in Late Antiquity has 
an ambiguous reputa-
tion when it comes to 
its impact on women. 
The new religion of-
fered novel opportu-
nities for agency and 
authority, but it also 
reproduced enduring 
patriarchal structures.  
Whether we see Chri-
stianity as a force for liberation or a force 
for oppression, it cannot be denied that it 
changed women’s lives across the Mediterra-
nean and beyond. In this paper, I introduce my 
research as the new Postdoctoral Assistant for 
Late Antique and Early Christian Archaeology. 
The main thematic focus of my work is the in-
vestigation of how material and visual culture 
can help us to better understand the relation-
ship between women and Christianity in Late 

Antiquity. I am parti-
cularly interested in 
how archaeology can 
offer new perspecti-
ves on the diversity 
of women’s lived ex-
periences, especially 
women outside elite 
circles. In this paper, I 
will give an overview 
of my past, current, 
and future research 

and will highlight selected aspects to illustrate 
my methods. I will discuss how visual culture 
can help us to reassess the role of female as-
cetics in society, how the archaeological re-
mains of pilgrimage sites can reveal gendered 
practices, and how we can begin to build me-
thods for gendering monastic space. Through 
these topics I will explore the role of women 
as religious and social agents, and the tension 
between material and textual sources.


